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Commitment Sunday is fast approaching and we hope that all are
making plans to attend a service and the celebration lunch fiefjow
the 10:45 service. Your commitment is necessary so that thg vest
can plan a budget that will support that many programs, &esivi

and ministries that makes St. Anne such a special place. We all
know that these are challenging economic times and finances can be
a struggle. Programs and ministries such as Financial Peace
University and the unemployed/under-employed program have
helped both the St. Anne and surrounding communitiesgltiese
challenging times. Continuing to provide these programs and
ministries at the same or greater level in 2010 will onlypeapwith
your support. Please prayerfully consider what part of wiodt@as
given to you that you will return to Him. Our goal @ this

campaign to be as economically efficient as possible. A soup
celebration lunch is planned for after the 10:45 service on
November 8. Sign-up sheets are available in the Community Room
For planning purposes we will need to know how many are
attending. RSVP to the parish office. We hope to see everljere t

to celebrate.

—<Clint Dailey, Vestry Financial Liaison

Come join us as w
party, tailgate style
by bringing your
favorite tailgate
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food and Come out at 7 p.m. on
drink. Games, fire Sunday, November 22, fol
pits and hot ten creative answers to th

chocolate will be question, “Why do we
provided. Then stay for our very own "drive-in"  gjng?” It will not be a

style movie, to be shown right on the outside of stuffy, formal affair.
the church building. Feel free to bring your Rathér expect a relaxed
friends! For more information, please contact and celebratory night that

the parish office. . X

still promises substance.
The evening will include
poetry and song, lots of
group participation in
offering a variety of music
from around the world (as well as some traditidnahnal
selections) interspersed with a couple of antheffeseal by the
Parish and Children’s Choirs.
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B eggars’ Night brings forth a multitude of
masked creatures — many whose faces are
disguised by masks of “all sorts and
conditions.” One of my family’s time-honored
traditions has been to attempt to guess the
identity hiding behind these masks. It can be a
fearsome and challenging task (with many
mistakes made along the way)!

Congregations
sometimes play a
version of “trick or
treat” with their
visitors/new
members: They
show a variety of
masks that give
hints at their true identity, but in effect provide a
misleading and frustrating guessing game. Over
the past few months, your vestry has been
engaged in a process to “unmask” St. Anne’s
unique call and mission — as well as her core
values.

In September 150+ of you provided us raw data
through a survey tool. On retreat, the Vestry
crafted a draft mission statement. In October, the
Vestry polished the language and affirmed

four Core Values which support and further that

Mission Statement:
Saint Anne Episcopal Church is a vibrant community draw
together to know Christ and to make Christ known.

Core Values:
We live out this mission in our commitment to Christian
formation through

Worship: Worshipping God is central to our faith
journey. We value spirited music,
enthusiastic participation, and Prayer
Book worship in its full range of
expression.

Education: We are committed to rich and varied
learning—informational, experiential,
practical, and spiritual—across all age
groups and for every stage of inquiry.

Outreach: We share our many blessings and “give
the Gospel feet,” striving to address the
physical, social, and spiritual needs of
those outside the Saint Anne family, nejar
and far.

Deep We practice the care of souls through
significant involvement in each others’

Fellowship: lives, affirming, supporting, and
challenging one another.

mission. A four-member team of staff and
Vestry members took the next step to craft
language to explicate each of the Core Values in
the context of this congregation. After receiving
written feedback from other Vestry members,
final modifications were made. Now a third-draft
product is ready to share with you. It represents
your leaders’ best understanding of who we
believe ourselves to be and how we wish to live
out that identity as children of God and disciples
of Christ. These statements are our own
affirmation of who we are and who we intend to
be. We desire to be as concise and clear as
possible. That has necessarily meant choosing
words (and leaving many behind) carefully.

Now it's time to continue the discussion begun
with the survey. We need feedback from you to
see if these ideas truly represent the identity of
this Body of Christ and to take
recommendations for polishing the language of

the statements. If at all possible, please join ug/ednesday,
November 11" from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Community Room for food
and conversation.Vestry will use this input to continue its work.
Input from those who cannot attend potluck is also welcoered(
rector@saintanne-wc.org ), but the conversation giving dppioy
for discussion to check out the nuances of your commentsss
helpful.

Keep watching TWASAThe Epistleand Sunday leaflet
announcements for further developments. The goal is to celelrate o
new Mission, Vision, and Core Values at Januaf;t}s31

Annual Meeting — laying foundations of a vision for St.

Anne beginning a fourth decade of God’s presence, withess and
ministry in and beyond this community. We think that egehput
together a fair picture of who St. Anne Church is and isd &b

become — and now its time to test that “costume” on you.

Blessed All Saints'Tide to one and all!

—The Rev. Jeff L. Bunke and The Rev. T.J. Azar
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At. St. Anne on November 22

Would you take your friends (the Sunday preceding

and family to a cemetery for Thanksgiving) you'll find a

a picnic lunch? Especially as sukkaherected over our family
we anticipate Halloween’s table — the altar. So what the
more grisly hi-jinx, many of heck is asukkahand why are
us would be shocked at that we putting one in the

idea. Yet, from the sanctuary? As commanded in
beginning, the early Church Deuteronomy (16.13ff &

often celebrated their local martyrs’ “birthdays into Leviticus 23.39ff), the

heaven” by gathering at their graveside for just such a  |sraelites built booths in the
celebration. Our customs are a bit different from that — butfie|ds and dwelt in them each
no less arresting. When you enter the sanctuary on year for a week to recall their
November %, you'll find the altar draped in the Funeral dependence on God each day
pall — a reminder of the promised gift of eternal life won s they also remembered their

through Jesus’ saving work conquering death and the  deliverance from slavery in Egypt and their safety in the
grave. The baptismal font and Paschal candle will be frontyilderness. The ancient Hebrew festigalkkoth(also known
and center — a reminder of our baptism into Jesus’ death as Tabernacles or Booths) is the forerunner of our modern
and resurrection. Our liturgies will include reminders by  celebration of Thanksgiving. The first offerings from th f
name (and, at 10:45, in costumed portrayal) of saints  harvest were offered at the temple, and a week-long festival
throughout the generations. We'll pull out all the staps f  cyiminated with the reading and celebration of God's Torah.
the day’s final service - a “solemn celebration” (or at least pg years (and the temple) passed sthikah(or booth)

as solemn as St. Anne gets when the sanctuary is filled  remained and to this day it is often decorated with the fofiits

with children in costume), including chanted prayers, the fall harvest and used as a site for family meals and
baptism and incense. Don't miss one of the principal feastyorship. Bringing an adaptation of the practice to our
days of the Church! sanctuary gives us an opportunity to bring a new (and, God-

_ _ willing) deeper element to this year's Thanksgiving
To explore a bit more of the roots of both All Saints’ Day ghservance in each of our homes — inviting us to recall our
and Halloween, check outww.history.com/content/ dependence on God each day and our deliverance from the

halloweenandwww.halloweenhistory.orgnd slavery to death through Jesus’ death and resurrection.
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/95270 ENG_HTM.htm

Given the ongoing demands for food assistance to aid families
in need in our aredencourage every family to bring an

[ + - offering to be placed beneath thsukkahin the midst of
our Eucharistic celebration on the 22° (please keep them
January 24 is still a ways out with you in the pew and wait to bring them forward ‘til
there, but if you are 16 years | “cued”). Specifically, please bring an offering of staple food
age (or more) and have yet tc : items (Reach Out Lakota especially appreciates canned tuna
be confirmed, wish to mark a and meats, peanut butter, and other canned foods or foods that

renewal of your faith journey O

do not require cooking for preparation) or sturdy roopsr
with a “public reaffirmation of # #

such as potatoes or carrots. All three liturgies will inclade

faith,” or were confirmed by a $ “procession of plenty” when these food gifts are offered at the
bishop in another altar. At the conclusion of the 9 and 10:45 a.m. liturgiedl
denomination (Roman Catholic, Lutheran or Orthodox) gather the children together beneath the canopy of blessing
and wish to be officially received into the Episcopal and a celebrative dance-procession into the world singing,
Church (whew!), this will be your opportunity to come “God has spoken to his people.”

on board. Bishop Tom Breidenthal will preach and/or
preside all three Sunday morning liturgies on January  For further information on the Hebrew festival, check out
24" present a combined-classes Adult Forum, offer the websites such agww.familyculture.com/holidays/
confirmation liturgy at 10:45 a.m., and meet with Vestry succoth.htm
members after a Coffee Hour reception. The Sunday
morningFoundations in Christlass (9:45 a.m., session [ T

. ! & !
noted elsewhere) serves as prep for this year’'s
confirmands. Please contact Fr. Jeff for further ( ) *H#
information and/or to make your intentions known. 1
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The season of Advent mar
the beginning of the
Christian [liturgical] year. It
begins on the Sunday clos
St. Andrew Day (Novembe
30) — this year, Sunday,
November 29- and
concludes on Christmas E
Advent literally means
“coming.” ltis a time of
excitement and joy, a busy
ness...Santa, reindeer, gift
shopping, parties, school

programs, etc. But it can also be a time to experience

the real meaning of Christmas fat of the family by
centering the activities of the days before Christmas

on Jesus, the Biblical scriptures that tell us about him
and the special-ness of the love we share as a family

It can be a time of learning for the young ones and
reminiscing for the older. All can be involved in the

experiences as we come to realize Christmas as a time

to give as well as receive.

Our scripture readings will focus on Christ’'s second
coming (at the end of the world). Our culture and
many church activities prepare to celebrate Christ’s
first coming (as an infant at Christmas). We're called
to prepare personally for Christ’s very personal
coming [now] to take his place on the throne of each
of our hearts and lives. We’'ll mark the season of
Advent with

*  Use of purple vestments and paraments

*  Placement (and use) of an Advent wreath in the
sanctuary (more next month)

*  The Liturgy of Lessons & Carols on Sunday,
Dec. 6at 7 p.m.

* A series of Wednesday evening 7 p.m. liturgies
(Taize celebrations)

*  An Advent Quiet Day on Saturday, Ded 5
(9a.m.tol1p.m.)

* A simple workshop at which you can explore
Advent traditions and/or craft your household

Advent wreath (candle sets and brass wreath rings

available for nominal cost) — Sunday, Nov. 29,
9:45 - 10:30 a.m.

Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!
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SUNDAY CLASSES 9:45 —10:35 a.m.

Adult Forum (Music-Media Room)
1 — Environments for Ministry
8 — Shopping for (on behalf of) Jesus

(All Adult Classes in Nave today)
15 — Caring Seminar (offered by Stephen Ministry)
22 — Caring Seminar (part 2)
29 — No Sunday School Classes

(Advent workshop available)

Foundations in Christ (Locations as noted)
1 — Adiaphora: Postures, Colors & Clothes (Nave)
8 — Shopping for (on behalf of) Jesus
(All Adult Classes in Nave today)
15 — Prayer & Spirituality (Rector’s Study)
22 — Church History, Part 1 (Rector’s Study)

'’ 29 — No Sunday School Classes

(Advent workshop available)
Bible Study of Romans(Community Room)

Please note: All Adult Classes in Nave on 11/8;
No Sunday School Classes on 11/29 —Advent workshop
available

OTHER CLASSES

Network: Fri. evening/Sat., November 13 & 14

Ever feel like a square peg trying to fit into a round Bole
Network is a seminar designed to help you find exactly the
right place for you “in the Body.” Participants will studp@s
Spirit and the wonderful gifts the Spirit has already placed
within each believer. Personal “style” (how you prefer to
operate), “passion” (where you'd like to make a difference) and
spiritual gifts are brought together into a very helpfaffife.

Sign up in the Community Room by Novembgr 1

Healing Ministry Foundations: Four Types of Healing (a
“stand-alone” seminar to which all are welcome) 2:30 p.m.,
Sunday, November 8 (Music/Media Room)

LOOKING AHEAD:

Last year'sThe Bible in 90 Days” was a great — albeit a
challenging — experience for 25 of our people. We're thinking
of offering this whirlwind tour/intro to the whole tfie Bible
again early in 2010. If you'd like to be part of this adveat
please contact Fr. Jeff @gctor@saintanne-wc.org

Stephen Ministry is seeking to identify our next class of
Stephen Ministers to undertake 52 hours of training $or it
wonderful ministry of one-on-one Christian caring. We
anticipate offering the training course beginning in January
2010. Don't miss the Nov. 15 and 22 Adult Forums —dinett
guestions to Rob Turley, Carol Christian and/or Meg
Chamberlain.
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This year’s 138 Convention of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio will gather at Sheraton Cincinnati North (on

5

The time to ask God’s direction in seeking his nominees for
the Vestry class of 2013 has arrived. Please begin to pray

Chester Road in Sharonville — the hotel attached to Coc?and look about) for individuals in the parish familyauh

Key Water Park) on Friday and Saturday, November 6
and 7. St. Anne is providing hospitality workers and
signage for the conventiormhere’s still need for
helpers — and if you'd like to lend a hand/presence,
please contact Fr. Jeff ASAP.

Diocesan conventions are a time when lay and clergy

delegates from each congregation in the diocese gather’

for worship and fellowship, and to discuss and make

decisions about the budget, resolutions, canons and other
issues. In addition to delegates, exhibitors from a variety
of ministries and vendors fill an adjacent hall, and guests

are encouraged to come check out both the exhibits an
deliberations on the convention floor. Exhibits will be
open on Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from
9am.tolp.m.

6

St. Anne will gather for its 30Annual Meeting on
Sunday, January 31. We need your help in four areas:
*  If you're a “ministry/group leader,” Clint Dailey

and Ken Thomas need your proposed budget for
2010 by November 15. Help us by preparing two
budgets — your “dream ticket” (what it would take

to support the ministry you'd offer in the best
possible economic situation) as well as a “reality
picture” — what it will take to reasonably (and
modestly) support your chief ministry initiatives.
God-willing, we’ll come out somewhere in between
the two numbers.

Begin to pray about placing your name forward as a
nominee for the Vestry class of 2013 (see article on
this page).

Mark your calendars to be present for worship (all
three liturgies will be offered) and the Annual
Meeting.

Help us to plan, offer and staff some sort of post-
meeting meal and special programming for our
children during the Annual Meeting proper (9:30 —
10:30 a.m.).

The anticipated schedule for January 31 includes:

7:30 a.m.  Eucharist (Rite 1)

9:00 a.m.  Eucharist (Prayer & Praise)

9:30 a.m.  Annual Meeting including Rector’s
Address (in lieu of sermons at 9 and 10:45)

10:45a.m. Eucharist (Rite 2)

11:45a.m. Brunch & Celebration of Ministry Shared

in 2009

God is calling forth. These are qualifications to keep imdmi

From our By-Laws

- Must be a financial contributor on record to SAEC within
the most recent Fiscal Year (not necessarily a pledge)

- Must be age 18 or over

Must have attended a plurality of Sunday worship services

in the preceding year (and received Eucharist a minimum

of three times)

Must have been a member of St. Anne for minimum of one

year (membership transferred/baptism recorded here)

OK/estry Responsibilities and Expectations

To serve as servant leadeto the parish for a three-year
term (in both Corporate and Spiritual Leadership)
Corporate Responsibilities: deriving, budgeting, and
overseeing expenditures

Properties: acquisition, development, maintenance,
insurance, and replacement

Planning and Evaluation: both short and long range;
including mutual ministry review of the Vestry/parish and
rector

Spiritual Leadership: personal growth, setting and shaping
parish ministries, developing policies for short and long
range, growing attitudes and resources; serving as “tellers” of
God'’s call to the parish.
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1
o . _ _ _ Our Annual
Trinity Institute is a seminar that brings together Children’s Christmas

some of the best and brightest leaders/scholars in  pageant will be held

so_(:lal / e v on Saturday,
sciences, 1 o : December 12, at
politics and o - ( 5:00 pm. Children
religion for *2 3 ages 3- 6th grade are
oneofthe I I I | welcome to join us as
most we tell the story of

revered annual events in the English-speaking worldihe hirth of Jesus.
With unprecedented economic challenges all aroundchildren in grades 3-
us, what role does theology have in defining a new g who are interested
economy? At Trinity Institute’s 2010 Conference,  in a speaking role,

leading theologians and economists will talk about  can audition on Sunday, November 8, at either the 9:00 45 10:

the relationship between economies and Christian  service in the Education building. If your child is inteegsbut

belief and action. As a gift to the city of Cincinnati  cannot make that time please contact Rhonda Hamall Please sign

and the surrounding areas, there will be no fee to  yp in the Community Room for all children whether speaking

participate in the conference — but you must register.non speaking roles are preferred. The first rehearsal wilhbe o

Visit christchurchcincinnati.org/faith/trinity for more  Nov. 15 during the 10:45 service. Other rehearsals will Hgan

information. 22 and Dec. 6 TBA. Dress rehearsal and cookie exchange will be
on Friday, Dec.11, at 6:15.

“Building an Ethical Economy” will be webcast live

to Christ Church Cathedral, Cincinnati, from Trinity This year we are pleased to announce that we will be having a

Church, Wall Street, on January 27-29, 2010. Guestpotluck Dinner for all following the Pageant. So we wiked

include Rowan Williams, the 184Archbishop of parent volunteers to assist with food and set up as weltlashe
Canterbury; Sir Partha Dasgupta, Professor of children the night of the pageant.
Economics, University of Cambridge; and Kathryn
Tanner, Professor of Theology, University of Join us for both the pageant and dinner on December 12! Please
Chicago Divinity School. contact Rhonda Hamall with questions.
/| + shelters, playground equipment for child care centers, half-way
7

houses, a dental clinic for the poor, family counseling and/man
other types of programs are funded through our prayers and

The Fall United Thank offerings of thanksgiving.

Offering ingathering at St.
Anne will be held on United
Sunday, November 15. Thank
From its inception in 1889 WeJitsst)
until the 1920's the thank
offering was received at o5 ' 1

General Convention every

three years. Then during the

1920's its present title was adopted and the first

"blue Boxes" were designed. Now congregations
are encouraged to hold ingathering services twice @ v, can still throw a good party.

year during the spring and fall when people can You have wonderful children.

bring their thank offering to be collected and joined v, have a garden full of herbs and flowers
with others' boxes, envelopes or checks and in turn '

added to other offerings from throughout the local
diocese and sent on to New York. One hundred ) ‘1 459%)
percent of the collected money is granted to all sort | '
of projects. Kitchen equipment for homeless ’

Blue Boxes, Envelopes and UTO information pamphlets are
available on the credenza in the narthex. Read all about it and
join many others throughout the church who faithfullyypirzeir
thanksgivings.

Some Thoughts on Things to be Thankful for:
You can comprehend your new computer program.
You have good friends to share your life.
You wake up and feel good every day.

!
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Brought to you by Episcopal Retirement Homes’ Parish
Health Ministry program.

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers
over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another
without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he
has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s
grace in its various forms.

(1 John 4:8-10)

Most of us know what it means to be physically healthy,
but what is spiritual health? Spirituality is based on the
relationships between God, ourselves, others, the
environment, work, and our past, present and future. We
are spiritually healthy when these relationships are in
balance and we support one another.

* Nurture others. Our spirituality is made visible when
we live a life that reflects Christ’s love for all people.
Activities such as creating a meal for our family, caring
for an infant or participating in church activities to help
others can put you in touch with your own creation and
your relationship with God, yourself and others.

» Have a sense of communityBelonging to a church
group, a bridge club, or a casual group of friends
establishes a sense of community and connection as
human beings. Walking in your neighborhood and seeing
and greeting neighbors can also help build a sense of
community. This helps open yourself to the Christ within
ourselves and each other.

* Enjoy nature. Many people find walking to be a
spiritual experience, as well as various forms of

Through spiritual health, God grants us a sense of meaningmeditation. Try walking in the woods or along a beach

and purpose in our lives, wholeness and strength to rise
above our suffering. Like our bodies, our spirits need

special care and feeding in order to stay healthy. Church is

not the only place, however, to foster spirituality.
Spirituality is all around us and every aspect of life has
meaning. Chances are, you are already participating in
activities that nourish your spiritual health. Here are some
suggestions for getting in touch with your spiritualunat

* Be creative.Painting, cooking, needlepoint, gardening,
wood working, music... any creative activity which
focuses your attention and enables you to express your
God-given talents can foster spirituality.

(1 6-

when possible — or imagine that you are — to find
peace within yourself.

Special thanks to The Rev. Nancy Hopkins-Greene for
writing this article.

(
781 "
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All parishioners aged 50 and up are invited to join us

Monday, November 9 from 12:30 to 2:00 in the Community
Room. Bring your own lunch — coffee and tea will be
provided. Plan to share your suggestions for gatherings and
or outings.
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